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What To Do If a Bat Is Found In Your House

If a bat is found in your home, it is important to take appropriate actions, even if there is no evidence of a bite. 

Essential Information
· About 6% of bats have rabies
· Rabies is a fatal disease unless post-exposure shots (PEP) are administered 
· Once symptoms present, it is too late for PEP
· Laboratory testing is the only way to know if a bat has rabies
· Most people are unaware that they were bitten by a bat, due to the small size of the puncture wound

If you find is a bat in your home that you did not see enter and you do not know where it has been or for how long:
· Call Animal Control to collect the bat so it can be sent for rabies testing
· Main Number: 301-600-1544 (7am-5pm)
· Emergency Number: 301-600-2558 (5pm-7am)
· Contact the Health Department for more information about rabies and possible rabies exposure
· Main Number: 301-600-1717 (7:30am-5pm). Messages received after hours will be returned the next business day. 
· Emergency Number: 301-600-1603 for after hours emergencies involving an animal bite.

How to handle a bat in your house:
· Call Animal Control
· Don’t touch the bat with your bare hands 
· If the bat is already dead (found or killed).
· Use tools to move it into a container to give to Animal Control, if you can.
· If the bat is alive and not moving around.
· Cover the bat with a container so Animal Control can easily retrieve it. 
· If the bat is alive and moving around.
· Leave the room that the bat is in and close the door behind you, making sure all other people and pets are out of the room as well.

**Remember to bat proof your house to decease the chance of bats entering**
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