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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

Frederick County Agency Updates for September 10, 2020 
 
Frederick, MD – September 10, 2020 
 
County Executive: 
Child care providers, small businesses and renters in Frederick County have benefitted from a series of 
initiatives designed to support people and help jump start the local economy. Today Executive Jan 
Gardner announced the results of the child care grant program, which contributed to the reopening of as 
many as 50 local daycare providers. She also outlined the broad reach of other programs that provide 
food and financial assistance to the people of Frederick County. During her remarks, Executive Gardner 
emphasized the need for continued vigilance against the COVID-19 coronavirus, emphasizing that 
people should continue to wear face coverings and maintain physical distancing.  
“Frederick County is a caring community,” Executive Gardner said. “We will get through this together, 
and we will come out stronger.” 
The County awarded nearly $1.4 million to licensed child care providers, through a partnership with the 
nonprofit Child Care Choices. A total of 298 providers applied for the one-time payments to help offset 
the cost of increased disinfection and cleaning. Awards were made to 232 family-based providers, which 
received $4,100 each, for a total of $951,000; 22 small centers (up to 59 children), $5,100 each, for a 
total of $112,000; and 44 large centers, $6,800 each for a total of $299,200.  
Additional County initiatives have resulted in: 

• $5 million in JumpStart grants to farmers, and small and micro businesses;  
• $3 million in rental assistance, in conjunction with the City of Frederick and the Religious 

Coalition for Emergency Human Needs; 
• Expanded free legal services through Maryland Legal Aid; 
• Increased food delivery to seniors in need; and 
• Funds to keep local food banks stocked, in partnership with the City of Frederick. 
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The rental assistance program remains open for people who are behind on their rent because of COVID-
19. Information is available at www.TheReligiousCoalition.org.  
County Executive Gardner also stressed that the Stage 3 reopenings recently authorized in Governor 
Hogan’s Executive Order were very limited in scope. Entertainment venues are limited to 100 people 
inside or 250 outside, or 50% of their capacity, whichever is smaller. Larger gatherings are prohibited. 
Retailers and religious facilities may open at 75% capacity. Nothing has changed for restaurants and bars.  
Watch today’s public information briefing online at frederick.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?clip_id= 
7566. 
 
Frederick County Health Department: 

 
Please check our dashboard for daily statistics: http://FrederickCountyMD.gov/COVIDstats. 
 
Frequently Asked Question 

Q: Is COVID-19 testing free?  
A: Testing for COVID-19 is free in most places. If you go to an urgent care or other healthcare visit, you 
may be charged for visit in addition to the test, so be sure to ask if there is an additional cost. Testing is 
free at the Frederick Health Hospital testing site off of Monocacy Blvd, the Frederick County Health 
Department testing locations, CVS, and Walmart. 
 

City of Frederick:  
Mayor O'Connor Notes Election Day as an Administrative Holiday for The City of Frederick 
Mayor Michael O’Connor announced today that all City of Frederick employees will be granted an 
administrative holiday for Election Day 2020 to ensure all have an opportunity to exercise their right to 
vote. 
“Voting is a fundamental right, and allowing our staff to vote on Election Day and/or work on Election 
Day ensures City employees can participate meaningfully in our democracy,” shared Mayor O’Connor. 
The COVID 19 pandemic has created many challenges and required adaptation, and I want every 
employee to vote the way they feel comfortable during the COVID-19 pandemic. I want every employee 
to have the opportunity to fulfill their civic duty and constitutional right to vote.” 
While this year employees will be granted administrative leave for the day, Mayor O’Connor plans to 
engage the City’s Employee Committee to discuss plans for future Election Days. Information will be 
shared closer to November 3, 2020 regarding adjustments to City services and schedules. 
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For more information:  
Frederick County residents can call 866-411-6803 to reach our local 211 center with general questions 
about coronavirus or COVID19. 
 
Accurate COVID-19 information is critical to the community. For the most current and accurate 
information about this situation, please refer to the following:  
• City of Frederick: https://cityoffrederickmd.gov/covid19 
• Frederick County Government: www.frederickcountymd.gov/Coronavirus 
• Frederick County Health Department: health.frederickcountymd.gov/coronavirus  
• Maryland Department of Health (MDH): coronavirus.maryland.gov  
• Centers for Disease Control (CDC): coronavirus.gov 
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