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Over v iew of  ERPOs - 1

• ERPOs are civil orders modeled off of domestic violence protection orders
• ERPO petitioners always include law enforcement, can include others such as 

family/household members, intimate partners, and healthcare providers
• ERPOs solely address access to firearms
• There are usually two types of ERPOs:

• Ex parte, or temporary orders, that usually last up to two weeks

• Final orders that usually last up to a year



Over v iew of  ERPOs - 2

• California passed the first 
modern-day extreme risk law 
(called a gun violence restraining 
order or GVRO) in 2014
• As of March 2023, 19 states 
and DC have extreme risk laws



Over v iew of  ERPOs - 3
When deciding whether to issue an ERPO, courts should consider evidence-
based criteria, not a mental health diagnosis, and whether the risk of violence is 
imminent. The evidence a judge may consider when issuing an order for firearm 
removal varies among states. It generally includes, but is not limited to:

• Recent acts or threats of violence towards self or others.
• History of threatening or dangerous behavior.
• History of, or current, risky alcohol or controlled substance use.
• Recent violation of a domestic violence protective order.
• Unlawful or reckless use, display, or brandishing of a firearm.
• Cruelty to animals.



Florida risk protection order petition. 
Available: https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/428513/fil
e/petition-for-risk-protection-order.pdf

Maryland District Court ERPO information. 
Available: https://mdcourts.gov/district/ERPO

https://mdcourts.gov/district/ERPO


ERPO Use in  Mary land - 2021

Location Cases Filed Hearings 
Heard

Interim 
ERPO 
Granted

Temporary 
ERPO 
Hearings

Temporary 
ERPO 
Granted

ERPO 
Hearings

ERPO 
Granted

Maryland 754 564

75%

540

96%

1024 554

54%

588 363

62%

Frederick 
County

23 17

74%

16

94%

21 18

86%

19 12

63%



ERPO vs.  Emergency  Pet i t ion

• Based on behavioral risk factors and prohibits 
respondents from purchasing and possessing 
firearms and ammunition for the duration of the 
order

• Judges can refer respondents for an emergency 
evaluation

• Used when an individual is experiencing a 
psychiatric crisis to determine if the individual 
meets the requirements for involuntary 
admission

• Petitioner must believe the individual has a 
diagnosable mental disorder and the individual 
presents a danger to themselves or others

• Law enforcement may remove firearms when 
responding to EP

ERPO
Emergency Petition



Case Examples



Safe Storage



Counsel ing  on Access  to  Lethal  
Means



Safe Storage Map - MDPGV



MDH – Suic ide Prevent ion



Cl in ic ians  as  ERPO Pet i t ioners  
Maryland: Medical Professionals

➢ physician, psychologist, clinical social worker, licensed clinical professional counselor, clinical nurse specialist in 
psychiatric and mental health nursing, psychiatric nurse practitioner, licensed clinical marriage or family therapist, 
or health officer or designee of a health officer who has examined the individual

District of Columbia: Mental Health Professionals

➢ physician; psychologist; licensed social worker; professional marriage, family, or child counselor; rape crisis or 
sexual abuse counselor who is supervised by one of the authorized clinicians; licensed professional psychiatric 
nurse

Hawaii: Medical Professionals

➢ physician, psychologist, advanced practice registered nurse

Connecticut: Medical Professionals

➢ physician, physician assistant, advance practice registered nurse, psychologist, clinical social worker

New York

➢ physician, psychologist, registered nurse, certified clinical nurse specialist, certified nurse practitioner, registered 
professional nurse, licensed clinical social worker, licensed clinical marriage and family therapist, licensed master 
social worker or licensed mental health counselor who has treated the respondent in the 6 months immediately 
preceding the ERPO petition



Ref lect ions  on the ERPO Exper ience 
to  Date 

• Among the states
– Great variation in implementation among and within the states
– Petitioners are almost always law enforcement (except in Maryland); clinicians are rarely petitioners 

but do initiate LE contact that leads to ERPO
– Descriptive studies to date
– Evidence of ERPO being used in response to mass shooting threats, suicide, and interpersonal 

violence
– Implementation tends to be at the local level, associated with champions who build the infrastructure
– Implementation models are present in localities across the states
– Opportunity with the Bipartisan Community Safety Law



ERPO Implementat ion

Successful ERPO implementation must include...

1. Awareness
2. Outreach Efforts
3. Training
4. Compliance and Enforcement
5. Working Groups
6. Enforcement Units
7. Funding
8. Evaluation
9. Data sharing



The Johns Hopkins  ERPO Resource 
Center



Resource:  Implement  ERPO
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